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ABSTRACT

India became free on the "LBlay of August, 1947 and simultaneously, a large p&the Muslim-inhabited
region of India was seceded and a separate stateedato being PAKISTAN by name. In connection thithafforested
secession, two provinces of India Bengal and Punjeie divided. East Bengal and west Punjab werdudted in
Pakistan and west Bengal and East Punjab remaindddia. The minorities Hindus of East Bengal beeasfugees and
they had been coming to the different adjoiningdieormprovinces of India for having shelter since gaetition of India.
The majority of the refugees of East Bengal toaktshin West Bengal. In view of the numerical $aot rehabilitated

refugees ,Nadia distract won the remarkable pasitioall the district of West Bengal.

KEYWORDS: East Bengal, Minority, Refugee Rehabilitation, RefaCamp, Cooper’'s Camp, Chinese Mission Camp,
Rupashree Pally, Dhubulia Camp, Taherpur, Benapg@drapole, Relief, Rehabilitation

INTRODUCTION
“Teler Shishi Bhanglo Bolee Khukur Poree Rag Koro,
Tomra Je Sob Buro Khoka Bharat Bhenge Bhag Koro,
Tar Bela?”
[You become angry with a little girl for having bebroken the oil bottle by her,
What sort of punishment should be inflicted wherthreced boys like you have partitioned India?”]

The meanings of the said well-spread lines of agABnpoem composed by Annada Shankar Roy are
simultaneously profound and significant. Especjalhythe later period of the partition of IndiagthBubject of the partition
of the country to the minority Hindu community o&& Bengal is very heart-trending. The control idéahe author-
guoted lines of the poem have distinctly highlighgetruth that the then decision of the partitibindia was as like as the
indiscriminate activity of an unreasonable chilértips the tremendous aftermath of the above mi#edion failed to
touch the hearts of the leader, but it made theslinf the minority community of East Bengal unbbbraln termination of
the after-said decision, the Hindus, the Buddhasid the Christians belonged to the minority comityuof East Bengal
had been coming to the border provinces of eadtetia for the sake of their lives and religionscgrthe partition of
India. Immediately after the independence in 194&, minority Hindu community has been cut down bhg toot from

East Bengal i.e., the then East Pakistan begaakghelter in West Bengal like the course of wafex sea. The current
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of the advent of refugees had been glowing foeast last twenty five years. The majority of theuigees coming from
East Bengal took shelter in West Bengal. The preskr rehabilitation of the refugees of the diéfer district near the

eastern border of West Bengal was the greatedt thieadistricts. The district of Nadia was onetlodse border districts.

Once upon a time before partition, the populatiérNadia district began to decrease gradually duensmy
causes. But after partition, a large flow of refegexhilarate the districtThe lives of the refugees of Nadia district were
full of adversities in various ways. Their lives needevoured by misery at several times and in uariways. Different
types of incidents like to be victim of communabtrin East Bengal, to flee the homestead loud, tdfdd from
indescribable miseries on the way to the bordepatss the days through starvation at the statidrttza footpath arriving
in West Bengal, to become prey to distress takimatsr at the compos of Nadia district, to beahwiite shocking deaths
of relatives or deaths of very near and dear oeésré the eyes, to become poverty-stricken, to plaedardship and so
on reduced the means of livelihood of the refugdfedadia district to an indescribable stale of oatg. The wounds of

partition affected this district so much deeply ethother districts did not face.

Penniless, poor people cut down by the root arrivetVest Bengal in files, leaving East Bengal aracaht
godown, ground floor of deserted building, shalstsfamer, footpath and different nasty place bedam&mporary resort
of the refugees. Many refugees chanced to geteshaitthe footpaths near the Howra and SealdatwRaiktation, a
special reception. Many refugees were lucky totehelt the jute godowns of Babooghat, Cassipur,sGtmi, Ultadanga
and so on. The refugees who were selected to labitithted elsewhere by the Govt. were sent todifferent camps.
Dhubulia camp of Nadia district, Cooper’s Camp @nBghat, Chandmani Camp, Chamta Camp etc. weredezhjas
prominent camps. In all of the afore noted camgs)lidlia camp was the largest refugee camp of allichmps in West
Bengal. The Dhubulia Camp had sheltering capadi§g0g000 refugees. The Cooper's Camp of Ranaghatneat to the

Dhubulia Camp in size. Most of the refugees ofghiel camp were rehabilitated onside West Bengal.

The said refugee camps of Nadia district facecedsffit problems soon. Though a large number of eefsigvere
sheltered at those camps, the sufficient infraitrecof the above-noted camps was very scanty aitd gnfit for living.
The supply of want and ration was very insufficiehihere were unhygienic habitations in those carMemny dreadful
diseases broke out after the use of those unhygiabitations for some days. The death rate ofgesfs living in those
camps on account of various diseases began toaserey leaps and bounds. Above all, the immoraviaes of the
dishonest Govt. officers entrusted to conduct thmg made the deplorable condition of the encampédyees more
complex. Most of the refugees present in Nadiaridistvere the villagers of East Bengal. Those refgywere the
inhabitants of the remote villages of East Bengal therefore, most of the cities of East Bengaluiding Dacca were
unknown to them. Despite the fact they had to sspaknown long route after being homeless andsatley arrived at
the unknown destination of Nadia district going dey the border of India. Being cut-down by the rfivotn East Bengal
most of the refugee families had to suffer sevemidtaps and gather pathetic experience during teival at Nadia
district. Most of the refugee families were havesnand penniless at the time of leaving the courbyring their long
journey they had to tolerate boundless sufferind aniseries. Thousands and thousands of refugedidanaif Nadia
district gathered same experiences during the eeatien with the aged people of the district. Theynetimes mentioned
the bitter experience gathered of the time of legwf country, which were nothing but the reminiszes of poverty-

striking lives full of seven hardships.
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A large number of help and resources less childngaand aged refugees reduced to a skeleton tadiesht the
refugee camps of Ranaghat in Nadia district. AgetuPareshnath Moulick by name has been livinginahe village of
Natapuly under Chakdah Police Station in Nadiaridistrom the village of Singra under Gopalgungd-slivision in
Faridpur district of East Bengal. When young Pamnash set out for West Bengal from his home in Basigal in 1954,
the song composed of the adventure of songs retdrdéhe Ramayana had been brought sung on the @tathe
courtyard of the house of his next door neighbce.rdrrated that the bearing of the aforesaid scmgted to clasp his
mind with eight arms like Octopus with a view tayshg at his first place. Thinking over the ongoprgctical situation of
Pakistan, he left his birthplace. When Paresh Batmompanied by his two friends, set out for Weshdgad, all their
resources were snatched by the Muslims on the Wagy were somehow released from the hands of thilsers after
making an earnest appeal to them. Having snatchebedr resources, the plunderers indicated thg waHelencha in
West Bengal and also advised them to behold yontlez electric light which was located at Helen¢hader North 24
Parganas) in West Bengal. Following the indicatidrelectric light Paresh Babu and his companionkedathe whole
night and at last they reached Halancha schoobaindOne local inhabitant gave rice to eat to thagny strangers.

Having eaten rice, they again set out for Chakdgho¢ Nadia district’

Once Gouranga Das had been the inhabitant of thpe2s Camp of Ranaghat and he came to the Nastiactli
from Barishal district of East Bengal as a refudée.has given a statement regarding the periodsadrival hue. He said
“My family was compelled to come to West Bengalyileg East Bengal in 1949. Then | was 18 years Atdfirst, we
arrived at Barisal from our village by a boat anldenh we boarded the steamers. About 2000-3000 &millomen co-
passengers were also left the country. When wehszhthe Benapole border, a border slip was giveratigvery step it
seemed to us that we should come back home. Cgadsirborder, it was noticed that many Relief araffave centres

were established by the different social welfargamizations?

Manab Sen has reminisced his experiences aboutrtival at Nadia crossing the Petrapole Borderindssay
‘Jibaner Dairir Pata Theke’;Riots are occurring, houses are burning, people #lieeing. Panic is on the increase.... My
grandfather had been the Govt. employs. He deam¢do go anywhere leaving the sate of a dwellingses inherited
from his ancestors. The year was 1950. Neighbors Wwaving homestead lands one by one. The memntagih of my
grandpa was broken down. At night the sharecroppleone three successive generations was calledingalveen
entrusted everything to him we set out for theao®d journey. At the dead of night, our pet dog waming along the
riverside road, crying bitterly. None accompaniedgr et animal. Now, he became shelterless .... Wherrain was
coming near the border, leaving Petrapole, conckesavwbaring blown in every compartment. The new trgumas as like
as dream land! But the dream came to an end aftévad out Bongaon Railway. Station. Innumerablertan heads got

their lost resorts under the open sky.

Aged refugee Dilip Chaki of Tahnpur in Nadia distriold me a woeful tale of a missing family. Pgrhian the
year 1955, 50 refugee colony of Taherpure gust camoeexistence, a gentlemen came to Taherpur golmm East
Pakistan and he was searching for his older sisidrnephew named Bhabesh Sarkar all day long.elmantime, he
went to the different refugee colonies of Nadidrdisin search of them. When he was on verge tireuof finding out
Bhabesh Sarkar at Taherpur all day long, one pedestaid to him after evenintzome with me, one Bhabesh Sarkar
has come here from East Bengal and he lives aetiteof the hamlet. Now! Identify him whether hgasr nephew or

not.” In the meantime, a thief stole a pumpkin from agdeand was fleecing with pumpkin catching sighthef scene,
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neighbors ran after the thief and made a hue andrte thief got fear and ran, speedily in the damkl the thief chanced
to meet the gentlemen on the dark rood. The thaf very sly and all on a sudden he dropped thersfmimpkin before
the gentleman and began to beat him severely. Rgrpgople came to the spot including Bhabesh Saskapecting the
gentlemen to be a thief, the mob including Bhalfestkar, the nephew of the injured gentleman staadiit the maternal
uncle of Bhabesh Sarkar in the dark who was nellat thief. After some time few kind hearted meme forward and
saved the wounded person. They wanted to knownliieduction. The injured person replied that he edmare from
Pakistan. He came to Taherpur after surpassing roalmyies in search for his elder sister and nepBaabesh Sarkar
who had been lost due to communal riots in Pakiskéin nephew Bhabesh Sarkar was present there ancbhid
recognize his uncle in the light of lantern andafiy, took him to his dwelling house. The family Bhabesh was passing
through severe poverty and so, he could not reneleessary medical treatment of his wounded unde Fesult his uncle
became very feeble on account of fever for somes.dBgspite the fact his uncle somehow came rouddcame back

Pakistan. Bhabesh Sarkar received the death nelis ahcle after 15 days.

Many of the bards of East Bengal took shelter imiblaistrict as refugee. Refugee bard Surendra8atkar
came to Nadia from Faridpur and he composed somsewveelated to the distressed lives of refugediganThe misery
of the encamped life in Nadia and the pathetic ¢dltheir setting out for distant land for the cawd their survival were

revealed in the words of his verses.
“Amra jara bastuhara, ekebarei sarbahara,
Tader annachinta chamatkar.
Tara kew jhopee-jangalee, Keu ba tanbur tolee
Keha poree talbetalee, achhee aj Nainitalay.
Keha ba duto anner jonya royechhe Dandakaranye.
Keho ba bina khunee giyechhee Andamane.”
[We are homeless, we are have-nots fully.
Our thinking of food is magnificent
Some are in jungles and bushes dreadfully,
Some are now under tent miserably.
Misguided few are now at Nainital
Some for a handful of rice are at Dandakaranya
Some have gone to the Andaman, Killing none.”]

The repressed Hindu refugees of East Bengal beptake their shelter at the different place of Madistrict
including refugee camps of Ranaghat often the fgartof India. Though they wished to remain secunede the black
images of communal tortures in East Bengal somstiof@sed the refugees. Refugee leader of this Hagaarayan

Adihikary has written;'Many of the refugees became disappointed to sedl#ly of Pakistan flying in the air now and
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then. Many supporters of Pakistan would opportutiftiyip the national flag of Pakistan at the diffat places near the
railway stations like Ranaghat, Majhergram, Bongagin.”” Poet Samarendra Sengupta, the chief Editor of Besab
Potrika’, upholding the history of his arrival ae&@dah Station in 1951 as refugee in his incessahoirs entitled
‘Ekbachan-Bahubachan’ of the ‘Bharat Bichitra Ratri has written,’l can recollect the day when | got down at the
Sealdah Station for the first time. The platforncdme over crowded with refugee families. My heas wprained to see

the faces of hungry crying babies. What an in dbabte situation it was!®

Gouranga Das of Ranaghat Cooper's Camp has toldWewent to Sealdah Station from Bongaon. We passed

about 15 days time. Few lass of refugees tookeshtllere. One Marwari Relief Society started a ‘gjan Khana' (a
temporary Charitable cooked food distribution cebteinder such a situation my grandfather wishbdttwe should go
back home (in East Bengal{"Rabida has highlighted in his essay in titiidbaganga thekay Adiganga, Bhuinphoreder
Sulook-Sandhan. Chapterthat about ten member of their family who leftntimotherland went to their maternal uncle’s
house in Calcutta directly from Gedye Railway Stathear border of NadiéBut everybody’s uncle had not remain alive,
their address were the vast ground situated intfifrthe Sealdah Station and other places. He e aritten, “When |
used to wander about the premises of the Sealdéhanastation. We would notice the business of Baask. Countless
cooking earthen pots were placed on the furnacedenad three bricks and rice was boiling with a blifip sound. When
the setting sun was in the west gust behind thdlidgéhouse of Bidhan Roy and the hording of Hirdlmema were
profusely floodlighted all on a sudden, catchinddhaf enameled white or grass plates in their hahdegry people with

expanded eyes were counting waiting-time in roisrbeevery temporary shed for cookind.”

Refugee leader of Ranaghat Harinarayan Adhikarirhastioned that during the World War Il some miljta
barracks were built in India for the allied foraedafew of such important military barracks weredtsd in Nadia district.
He has also written that forcing soldiers builtagme outposts at the different though those plasge very important
from two standpoints of defense. The allied foreexamped at Ranaghat, Dhubulia, Chandmani (now araly
Gayeshpur, Katagunge etc.). The military authardgstructed rail line, runway for landing of aetanes, roads, strength
pucca go downs of keeping stores of grain and ajbeds for the army, barracks roofed by hemp, &iles$ woods over the
metalled floors for the residence of army, medamitre and innumerable pucca floors for riggingamis®* After the end
of the war the allied forces left the barracks aodthose barracks, became desolated. After théigarof India the

refuges were sheltered at the abandoned go-dowihs éitst phase. Therefore the Govt. built upréfesgee camps there.

Before the partition of India communal riot occut@ Noakhali in 1946 and consequently, the repeessfugees
of Noakhali began to arrive at Ranaghat in Nad&ridi. In the month of November, 1946 twenty-thretugee families
took shelter at first inChinese Mission Campodf Ranaghat. But after the partition of India eganumber of started to
arrive at Ranaghat every day. As a result fromafoeesaid period the Govt. took initiations to stethe refugees. Having
been authorized by the Govt., Jamini Sarkar aspufyeDispersal officer and some higher officerhssassistants arrived
at the Chinese Mission camp of Ranaghat on tHe d&g of November in 1948. Phani Bhusan Chakrabog an
important assistant of Janimi Sarkar among thestas#s who were entrusted to look after the encdmiptugees of
Ranaghat. When the pressure the said Chinese Mi€dmp was converted into a Transit Camp. The dsinarof the
land possessed by the Chinese Mission Camp wasyeao bighas and the said area which was ‘fulsbéwl, Simul
tree, through bushes and kush plants was surroubgegrickly iron were under the direction of therided Govt.

offices!? It may be remarked that thus the captive lifehef tefugees sheltered at the Chinese Mission Campunded
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by prickly iron were ensured.

It became urgent to take the permission from thaciral of the camp for entrance into the Chinesissidn
Camp’ surrounded by prickly iron way. There wenethways for entrance into the Chinese Mission Cangpthose ways
were under constant guards surveillance. The @dfites, who were entrusted to look after the rekgliving in Chinese
Mission Camp, decided to hame of the Camp afiEast Bengalis a variegated complexion of glamotguseautiful land
of folktale. The presence of the sign of beautyherhandsome complexion of beauty of East Bengalss noticed in
body, mind, education and culture of the refugemsing from the different districts. The Govt. auityohas upheld the
precedence of their likings in the case of namhmg Transit Camp. The person, who has chosen the mdrthe Transit
Camp by which the memory of East Bengal infectuiinonaming of the said camp and the life of thagitacamp can be
forgotten, have unfolded their artistic outlooks.the month of December, 1948 the Chinese MissampCwas named
‘Rupashree Pally’.”In such a way the naming of other comps and diffeBlocks was started by producing harmony
between the natural resources of East Bengal aiddbeds of naming- e.g.- ‘Meghna’, ‘Padma’, ‘Yamuetc™® After
1949-1950 the influx of refugees in Nadia disttietcame more intensive and under such circumstastbes refugee
camps including Ranaghat, Dhubulia gradually came éxistence. From the afforested point of view#ty be said that
the refugee camp of Rupasree Pally establishedififdadia district was the pioneer of the initiekort of the uprooted
displaced persons in West Bengal. Harinarayan Astiikvrote that‘Rupashree Pally was the transit camp or the
elementary centre for kerning or displaced persd@efore completion of the elementary learning dtigees life they
were sent to the different camps came into beinyVast Bengal. The refugees of Rupashree Pally semné to the
rehabilitation center of Gayeshpur, Katagunge ofidaor rehabilitation. Many refugees were also tsenAndaman from
Rupashree Pally. Up to 1949 coming and going frarpa®hree Pally had been running at a stret¢hAll these are the
first stage experiences of the refugees came taaNdistrict. Later on more and more refugees fraastBBengal came to

this district and this district actually becameefugee colony’.
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